Reasons for publishing:

1. We want readers to come to our site for breaking news

2. Our competitors might post the story.

3. The public has a need to know when a breaking news story affects them and public safety

4. More than one incident has been reported; there have been multiple reports.

5. The sources we have seem credible, tell credible stories.

Arguments against:

1. Story seems like mere gossip or rumor.

2. We don’t have authoritative/credible sources — police, for example.

3. We want to our readers to regard our site as credible — publishing  stories that turn out to be wrong lowers our credibility.

