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Instructions

Please read these instructions before beginning. The 5-page test has a one-hour time
limit. It consists of five parts for a total of 100 points: Part 1, grammar; Parts 2, 3 and 4, current
events; and Part 5, editing and headline writing.

Answers must be written on the test. Test-takers are permitted to have only blank
paper, pens and pencils.

~ The exercise will test your basic copy editing skills and will give you an opportunity to
demonstrate your news judgment and your ability to deal with a deadline.

The headlines should be written in the spaces provided in Part 5. Each line of the
headlines should be no more than FOUR units short of the total count and must not exceed the
total. Don’t forget to leave a space between words. Count each character (from a comma, to a
capital W, to a space) as one unit. For example, the headline below would have the following
counts:

Editing Test (12 units)

Called Easy (11 units)

By Students (11 units)

For the editing component, you should look for spelling, grammar and usage mistakes,

as well as contradictions and/or gaps in the stories.

Do not begin the test until you have been instructed to do so by the monitor.

Participants and monitors for this national competition should not divulge the contents of this exercise. No parts
of this exercise can be reproduced without written permission of the Dow Jones Newspaper Fund.

Copyright © 2005 Dow Jones Newspaper Fund, Inc.



Part 1 —Grammar and Usage: Circle the correct choice in each example.

1.

2.

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

He said the editor didn’t know who/whom was best qualified to handle the story.

The choice for the top two posts was among/between Smith and Jones and Miller and Sanders.
The reporter dived/dove into the story with her usual aplomb.

The publisher was quick to flaunt/flout her superior intellect.

The editor believed firmly in the principals/principles of the First Amendment.

He recorded a record 21 strike outs/strikeouts in the baseball game.

Because he arrived late, the photographer didn’t know who/whom to shoot at the party.
He was the one reporter who would hoard/horde every document he ever received.
Its/It’s up to the publisher to pick the winning entry.

The photo, that/which I hadn’t seen, ended up on page one.

The contest raised between $5 and $7 million/$5 million and $7 million for the hospital.
The publisher was quick to show everyone his embossed stationary/stationery.

The publisher was not very discreet/discrete in some of his dealings with clients.

The assignment is available for whoever/whomever wants to take it.

A couple/couple of photos were removed after the first edition was printed.

Seven stories are/is the average number the editor rejects every day.

Copy editors won’t be affected/effected by the planned layoffs at the newspaper.
Their/There/They’re not planning to attend the staff picnic next week.

Advertising linage/lineage was down about 20 percent in the first quarter.

The reporter asserted that her politics was/were her own business.



Part 2— Current Events: Provide the correct answer in the blank space.

1.

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

The death of ABC’s “ World News Tonight ” anchor in August
marked the end of an era in TV journalism, following the retirement of

as the anchor of “ NBC Nightly News ” and the departure of
from the “ CBS Evening News. ”

W. Mark Felt revealed that he was the ultimate anonymous source, saying he was
, who played a key role in Bob Woodward’s and Carl Bernstein’s
investigation, which led to Nixon’s 1974 resignation as president.

A giant , or tidal wave, in the Indian Ocean killed more than 300,000
people, including an estimated quarter of a million in , the nation hardest
hit by the disaster.

Most of the world remained unaware of the genocide taking place in the Darfur region of
, in Africa.

Terrorists in killed more than 50 people in July in attacks on the city’s bus
and subway systems.

The program resumed with the launch of Discovery, two and a half
years after the loss of Columbia and its crew of seven astronauts.

Natalee Holloway became the subject of extensive cable-TV coverage when she went missing
on the Caribbean island of

Dr. Condoleezza Rice became the U.S. in January, succeeding
Colin Powell.
Justice , the first woman to serve on the U.S. Supreme

Court, announced her retirement.

A group of 14 senators reached a compromise on confirming President Bush’s judicial
nominees, avoiding what became known as the option, a proposed change in
Senate rules to prevent the long-time use of a to block nominees.

In Iraq, members of the majority Shiite sect agreed to provide greater representation to the
minority sect in writing the country’s new constitution.

“ Harry Potter and the ” sold 6.9 million copies in the first 24
hours the book was on sale, topping the previous record by almost two million copies.

The National became the first North American sports league to
cancel an entire season.

As usual, won the Tour de France, his seventh consecutive victory
in the prestigious cycling race, and said 2005 was the last year he would compete.
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Part 3—Maps and Geography: Place the numbers that correspond with the statements inside
or next to the correct state’s boundaries.

1.

2.

The largest city in this state lost its bid to host the 2012 Summer Olympics.
Terri Schiavo died in this state when her feeding tube was removed.
Michael Jackson was acquitted of all charges by a jury in this state.

The Red Sox, hailing from this state, won the 2004 World Series.

Millions of TV viewers were enthralled with the travails of “the runaway bride” as she fled from
Atlanta, in this state, to Albuquerque, in this state.

Part 4 —Match the name of the famous person in the left column who died in 2005 with the
description that applies to them.

1. Johnnie L. Cochran Jr. ___Gonzo journalism

2. Dr. Kenneth Clark __Famed American playwright

3. Johnny Carson ___Star of “The Graduate”

4. Arthur Miller __0.J. Simpson’s lawyer

5. Anne Bancroft ___Long-time “Tonight Show” host

6. Hunter Thompson



Part 5—Editing and headline writing: Edit the following story and write a headline that
has three lines with a maximum character count of 17 per line.

WASHINGTON — Judith Miller, a reporter for The New York Post, was sent to jail by a
federal judge Wednesday for “defying the law” by refusing to disclose the name of an anonymous
source.

The case involves the disclosure of the identity of an operative for the Central Intelligence
Agency and represents, in some views, the most serious confrontation between the government and
the press since the Pentagon Papers case that involved the publication of sensitive documents
relating to the Persian Gulf war.

Ms. Miller, a veteran reporter, appeared shaken as the judge sentenced her to jail but
remained adamant in her position. “If journalists cannot be trusted to guarantee confidentiality,” she
asserted, then journalists cannot function and there cannot be a free press.” The drama has reached
into the Oval Office, where one of President Bush’s top aides, Carl Rove, has been cited as one of
the sources who disclosed the name of Valerie Plame, the CIA undercover agent, to members of the
news media.

Because the case involves action in a U.S. court, First Amendment lawyers pointed out the
need for legislation that would shield journalists from revealing sources at the federal court
level —something now guaranteed at the state level by 49 of the 50 states and the District of

Columbia either through legislation or by case law precedents.

(Part 5, editing, continued on back page)



Part 5—Editing and headline writing, continued: Edit the following story and write a
headline that has two lines with a maximum character count of 23 per line.

VATACIN CITY —Pope John Paul II died Saturday night after years of illness that he
endured during a 26-year reign that remade the papacy of the Roman Catholic Church.

Born Karol Wojtyla on May 18, 1920, in Wadowice, Poland, Pope John Paul II was 84 years
old. He assumed the papacy in September 1968 after the murder of Pope John Paul I, who served
for only one month.

Church officials said there was no clear front runner to succeed John Paul II, though one
official said, “A third-world pope would clearly indicate that this is no longer a European church,
that we are truly catholic in the sense that the word catholic means universal. Others suggested that
the papacy should be returned to an Italian, given that John Paul II was the first Western European
to be chosen in more than four centuries.

John Paul II traveled more than any other pope in church history, making more than 100
trips to countries around the world. Though known as an anti-Semite, John Paul II was the first pope

to make a pilgrimage to a synagogue.

FINAL INSTRUCTIONS: When you have finished or when time runs out, return this exercise to
your monitor. The monitor’s signature will certify that the exercise was completed within the 60-
minute period. The monitor must mail your completed exercise postmarked by Nov. 1, 2005, to the
Dow Jones Newspaper Fund, PO Box 300, Princeton, NJ, 08543-0300.

Signature of Monitor Date



Part 1 —Grammar and Usage: Circle the correct choice in each example.

1.

2.

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

He said the editor didn’t know who/whom was best qualified to handle the story.

The choice for the top two posts was among/between Smith and Jones and Miller and
Sanders.

The reporter dived/dove into the story with her usual aplomb.

The publisher was quick to flaunt/flout her superior intellect.
The editor believed firmly in the principals/principles of the First Amendment.
He recorded a record 21 strike outs/strikeouts in the baseball game.

Because he arrived late, the photographer didn’t know who/whom to shoot at the party.

He was the one reporter who would hoard/horde every document he ever received.

Its/It’s up to the publisher to pick the winning entry.

The photo, that/which I hadn’t seen, ended up on page one.

The contest raised between $5 and $7 million/$5 million and $7 million for the hospital.

The publisher was quick to show everyone his embossed stationary/stationery.

The publisher was not very discreet/discrete in some of his dealings with clients.
The assignment is available for whoever/whomever wants to take it.
A couple/couple of photos were removed after the first edition was printed.

Seven stories are/is the average number the editor rejects every day.

Copy editors won’t be affected/effected by the planned layoffs at the newspaper.
Their/There/They’re not planning to attend the staff picnic next week.
Advertising linage/lineage was down about 20 percent in the first quarter.

The reporter asserted that her politics was/were her own business.



Part 2—Current Events: Provide the correct answer in the blank space.

1.

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

The death of ABC’s “World News Tonight” anchor Peter Jennings in August marked the
end of an era in TV journalism, following the retirement of Tom Brokaw as the anchor of
“NBC Nightly News” and the departure of Dan Rather from the “CBS Evening News.”

W. Mark Felt revealed that he was the ultimate anonymous source, saying he was Deep
Throat, who played a key role in Bob Woodward’s and Carl Bernstein’s Watergate
investigation, which led to Nixon’s 1974 resignation as president.

A giant tsunami, or tidal wave, in the Indian Ocean killed more than 300,000 people,
including an estimated quarter of a million in Indonesia, the nation hardest hit by the
disaster.

Most of the world remained unaware of the genocide taking place in the Darfur region of
Sudan, in Africa.

Terrorists in London killed more than 50 people in July in attacks on the city’s bus and
subway systems.

The NASA space program resumed with the launch of Discovery, two and a half years after
the loss of Columbia and its crew of seven astronauts.

Natalee Holloway became the subject of extensive cable-TV coverage when she went
missing on the Caribbean island of Aruba.

Dr. Condoleezza Rice became the U.S. secretary of state in January, succeeding Colin
Powell.

Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, the first woman to serve on the U.S. Supreme Court,
announced her retirement.

A group of 14 senators reached a compromise on confirming President Bush’s judicial
nominees, avoiding what became known as the nuclear option, a proposed change in Senate
rules to prevent the long-time use of a filibuster to block nominees.

In Iraq, members of the majority Shiite sect agreed to provide greater representation to the
minority Sunni sect in writing the country’s new constitution.

“Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince” sold 6.9 million copies in the first 24 hours the
book was on sale, topping the previous record by almost two million copies.

The National Hockey League became the first North American sports league to cancel an
entire season.

As usual, Lance Armstrong won the Tour de France, his seventh consecutive victory in the
prestigious cycling race, and said 2005 was the last year he would compete.
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Part 3—Maps and Geography: Place the numbers that correspond with the statements inside
or next to the correct state’s boundaries.

6. The largest city in this state lost its bid to host the 2012 Summer Olympics. New York
7. Terri Schiavo died in this state when her feeding tube was removed. Florida

8. Michael Jackson was acquitted of all charges by a jury in this state. California

9. The Red Sox, hailing from this state, won the 2004 World Series. Massachusetts

10. Millions of TV viewers were enthralled with the travails of “the runaway bride” as she fled from
Atlanta, in this state, to Albuquerque, in this state. Georgia, New Mexico

Part 4 —Match the name of the famous person in the left column who died in 2005 with the
description that applies to them.

1. Johnnie L. Cochran Jr. 6. Gonzo journalism

2. Dr. Kenneth Clark 4. Famed American playwright

3. Johnny Carson 5. Star of “The Graduate”

4. Arthur Miller 1. O.J. Simpson’s lawyer

5. Anne Bancroft 3. Long-time “Tonight Show” host

6. Hunter Thompson



Part 5—Editing and headline writing: Edit the following story and write a headline that
has three lines with a maximum character count of 17 per line.

WASHINGTON — Judith Miller, a reporter for The New York Post, (make it the Times)

was sent to jail by a federal judge Wednesday for “defying the law” by refusing to disclose the
name of an anonymous source, a federal judge ruled.

The case involves the disclosure of the identity of an operative for the Central Intelligence
Agency and represents, in some views, the most serious confrontation between the government and
the press since the Pentagon Papers case that involved the publication of sensitive documents
relating to the Persian Gulf war. (make it the Vietnam War.)

Ms. Miller, a veteran reporter, appeared shaken as the judge sentenced her to jail but
remained adamant in her position. “If journalists cannot be trusted to guarantee confidentiality,” she
asserted, then journalists cannot function and there cannot be a free press.” (need a quote mark

before ‘“‘then”.)

The drama has reached into the Oval Office, where one of President Bush’s top aides, Carl
Rove, (should be Karl) has been cited as one of the sources who disclosed the name of Valerie
Plame, the CIA undercover agent, to members of the news media.

Because the case involves action in a U.S. court, First Amendment lawyers pointed out the
need for legislation that would shield journalists from revealing sources at the federal court
level —something now guaranteed at the state level by 49 of the 50 states and the District of

Columbia either through legislation or by case law precedents. (which state doesn’t?/Wyoming)

(Part 5, editing, continued on back page)



Part 5—Editing and headline writing, continued: Edit the following story and write a
headline that has two lines with a maximum character count of 23 per line.

VATACIN CITY —(misspelled, VATICAN) Pope John Paul II died Saturday night after

years of illness that he endured during a 26-year reign that remade the papacy of the Roman
Catholic Church.
Born Karol Wojtyla on May 18, 1920, in Wadowice, Poland, Pope John Paul II was 84 years

old. He assumed the papacy in September 1968 (September 1978) after the murder (who says??)

of Pope John Paul I, who served for only one month.
Church officials said there was no clear front runner to succeed John Paul II, though one
official said, “A third-world pope would clearly indicate that this is no longer a European church,

that we are truly catholic in the sense that the word catholic means universal. (need close quote)

Others suggested that the papacy should be returned to an Italian, given that John Paul II was the
first Western (make that Eastern) European to be chosen in more than four centuries.

John Paul II traveled more than any other pope in church history, making more than 100
trips to countries around the world. Though known as an anti-Semite, (says who??) John Paul II

was the first pope to make a pilgrimage to a synagogue.

FINAL INSTRUCTIONS: When you have finished or when time runs out, return this exercise to
your monitor. The monitor’s signature will certify that the exercise was completed within the 60-
minute period. The monitor must mail your completed exercise postmarked by Nov. 1, 2005, to the
Dow Jones Newspaper Fund, PO Box 300, Princeton, NJ, 08543-0300.

Signature of Monitor Date



