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Part 1—Grammar and Usage: Circle the correct boldface word in each sentence.
1. The reporter is expected to be on the phone for awhile/a while.

2. The biweekly/semiweekly newspaper comes out 26 times a year.

3. Neither the players nor the coach was/were pleased with the outcome of the game.
4, They must decide whether/whether or not to attend the conference.

5. He decided to lay/lie down and take a nap before writing his article.

6. NOW is the National Organization for/of Women.

7. After several hours of drinking, he fell off/off of the barstool.

8. The principals/principles of the First Amendment must be upheld.

9. PLO stands for the Palestine/Palestinian Liberation Organization.

10. The editor said 50% of the reporters was/were at the meeting,

11, The auditor pored/poured over the company’s books.

12, We are moving toward/towards a resolution of the conflict.

13. The section that/which he oversees won several awards for typography.

14. She didn’t know who’s/whose notes she had mistakenly taken,

15. She is the cne person who/whom I respect greatly.

16. The photographer’s whereabouts is/are a mystery.

17. The publisher spent the day copying/Xeroxing her editors’ expense repotts.

18. An average of 20 people isfare hired at the newspaper every year.

19. Everyone/Every one who attended the meeting seemed to have a different agenda.

20. He couldn’t decide who/whom he wanted to cover the political convention.
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Part 2—Current Events: Write the correct answer in the space provided,

Earthquakes in killed thousands of people in August.

died in a plane crash near Martha’s Vinyard, along
with his wife and sister-in-law. Other notable figures who died in 1999 included Jordan’s King

and , 4 hall-of-fame outfielder with the
New York Yankees who was immortalized for later generations in a song about a Mrs.
Robinson,

In political news, the field competing for the 2000 GOP presidential nomination remains
crowded. Three of the prospects are:

.
y

For the Democrats, Vice President Gore is being challenged by . a
former senator from New Jersey,

And in New York state, a senatorial race is heating up between New York City Mayor
on the Republican side and on the

Democratic stde.

In the spring, NATO launched a massive air war against in an
attempt to guaraniee the safety of Albanians in the country’s Kosovo region.

In March, the Dow Jones Industrial Average topped the mark for the first time.

Ehud Barak was elected prime minister of

The risk of global computer failures on Jan. 1, 2000, is known as the problem.

In June, became the last state to honor slain civil-rights
leader Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

July 20 marked the 30™ anniversary of Neil Armstrong

Police in several states came under attack for stopping motorists based on their race, a practice
that has become known as racial

Four famous athletes retired in 1999, Their sports were basketball, ice hockey, football and
tennis. Name two. and

The U.S. defeated China, 1-0, to win the World Cup in the sport of before
the largest crowd ever to see a women’s sporting event,
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. 'This state will hold the nation’s first presidential primary in 2000

Residents of this state elected Jesse “the body” Ventura as governor,
. The wagic killings of students at Columbine High school occurred in this state.

. China was accused of stealing top-secret design information on U.S. thermonuclear
weapons from the Los Alamos National Laboratory in this state.

. In July, Mark Barton, a stock trader who lost thousands of dollars in the market, killed 12
people before taking his own life in this state,

. Charges of an FBI coverup have been made in connection with the agency’s 1993 raid on a
Brnach Davidian compound in this state.

. Microsoft, which has its headquarters in this state, was the target of a U.S. Justice
Department antitrust case.

. Monica Lewinsky left the nation’s capital and took up residence in this state.

Silicon Valley is situated in this state.

10. Home run king Mark McGwire plans baseball for a team in this state.
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Part 4—Editing and headline writing: Edit the following story and write a headline
that has two lines with a maximum character count of 15 per line.

LAKE ARROWHEAD, Calif —Wildfires continued to burn throughout the West, with
the biggest destroying 52,800 acres and threatening homes as it crept toward lake resorts high in
the Rocky Mountains. Firefighters were battling blazes in California, Idaho, Montana, Nevada

and Utah. A blaze destroyed 60,000 acres in Idaho, just five miles from the Snake River.

In Riverside County 70 miles west of Los Angeles, a 3,000-acre fire was brought under
control. Three houses were slightly damaged and 15 people were taken to the hospital, four in
critical condition. Jane Smith said flames came within 100 yards of her house. “Fortunately, the
wind changed directions, and the fire burned back on itself. Our garden hose wouldn’t have been

much help in protecting our house,” she said.

Pat Q'Brannon, a resident of Lake Arrowhead, said most residents have been panicking
since the blaze began. “It’s been s0 busy and scary around here because you see people packing
their belongings and see flames all around.” O’Branmon added that “people want to stay in their

homes as long as they can. I don’t know how long we can hold out.”

In Montana, 700 firefighters fought to control a blaze that was rapidly reaching the
outskirts of Billings. “The fire has been moving about 500 feet an hour, and if the winds don’t
slow we could be in serious trouble,” said Lt. Byron Elston of the Billings Fire Department. There

are no plans to evacuate the capital city at this time, Elston added.

(Test continued on back page.)
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Part 4—Editing and headline writing, continued: Edit the following story and
write a two-line headline with a maximum character count of 15 per line.

Scores on the College Board exams rose last year from 1997 as boys continued to
outscore girls by more than 40 points and whites continued to outperform minorities, providing
more evidence that the tests are biased.

Boys who graduated from high school this past summer received an average score of 509
on the verbal exam and 531 on the math portion, while girls averaged 506 on the verbal and 495
on the math, College Broad officials said boys outscore girls on the math part because they tend
to take more math courses in high school.

The Educational Testing Service, which administers the tests, is developing a formula
that will adjust scores for members of minority groups. But a spokesman for the Princeton, N.Y .-
based company said the new formula “is far from being operational.”

The average total score for African-American male students was 864, while that for
females was 850 Not surprisingly, Asian males had the highest scores of any racial group in

math, averaging 579. White males were next, with an average score of 548,

FINAL INSTRUCTIONS: When you have finished or when time runs out, return this exercise
to your monitor. The monitor’s signature will certify that the exercise was completed within the

60-minute period. The monitor must mail your completed exercise postmarked by Nov. 15,
1999, to the Dow Jones Newspaper Fund, PO Box 300, Princeton, NJ, 08543-0300.
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Part 1—Grammar and Usage: Circle the correct boldface word in each sentence.

l.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15,

16.

17.

18.

The reporter is expected to be on the phone for awhil
Thfsenﬂweekly newspaper comes out 26 times a year.

Neither the players nor the ¢oach @were pleased with the outcome of the game.
They must decidewhether or not to attend the conference.

He decided to Iaown and take a nap before writing his article.

NOW is the National Organizaliﬂnﬂf Women.

After several hours of drinking, he felKoffloff of the barstool.

The prim:ipal of the First Amendment must be upheld.
PLO stands for thalestinian Liberation Organization.

The editor said 50% of the reporters wat the meeting.

The auditor uured over the company’s books.

We are mﬂvintowards a resofution of the conflict.

The secﬂon@which he oversees won several awards for typography.
She didn’t know whu’ notes she had mistakenly taken,

She is the one person whof@l respect greatly.

The photographer’s whereabou@are a mystery.

The publisher spent the day erﬂxing her editors’ expense reports.

An average of 20 people is@hired at the newspaper every year.

IQvery one who attended the meeting seemed to have a different agenda.

20.

He couldn’t decide who»‘@he wanted to cover the political convention,
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Part 2—Current Events: Write the correct answer in the space provided.

Earthquakes in __J /R ey killed thousands of people in August.

_JOMN KENNEDY TR, died in a plane crash near Martha’s Vinyard, along
with his wife and sister-in-law. Other notable figures who died in 1999 included Jordan's King
Hu S5 E/N and _Joff (MLE O , a hall-of-fame outfielder with the

New York Yankees who was immortalized for later generations in a song about a Mrs.
Robinson.

In poliucal news, the field competing for the 2000 GOP presidential nomination remains
crowded, Three of the prospects are: _BU N, For GES, M CR/M
KEYES NATeN, BALER. s_Noce, RBucndinvay

.
*

For the Democrats, Vice President Gore is being challenged by _f#7¢ & B3R ROc ¢y 4
former senator from New Jersey.

And in New York state, a senatorial race is heating up between New York City Mayor
Repy GltuvtriRnay on the Republican side and __ N/c¢e n €Y (e/NT on on the
Democratic side.

In the spring, NATO launched a massive air war against _§ CRB@/V#& O ReA2 inan
attempt to guarantee the safety of Albanians in the country’s Kosovo region.

In March, the Dow Jones Industrial Average topped the _ /& 290 mark for the first time.

Ehud Barak was elected prime minister of _ /S @ Q&L

The risk of global computer failures on Jan. 1, 2000, is known as the J2K problem.

In June, NEW NRMPSHIRE became the last state to honor slain civil-rights
leader Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

July 20 marked the 30™ anniversary of Neil Armstrong _C ANON 6—/ WRE LG ONTHE Moor

Police in several states came under attack for stopping motorists based on their race, a practice
that has become known as racial _PROF /e N G-

Four famous athletes retired in 1999. Their sports were basketball, ice hockey, football and
tennis. Name two. JoRr0RN GRETZ kY and _£L nAY, JONGERS, GRRFE

The U.S. defeated China, 1-0, to win the World Cup in the sportof _ SO CC € R before
the largest crowd ever to see a women’s sporting event.
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1. This state will hold the nation’s first presidential primary in 2000

2. Residents of this state elected Jesse “the body” Ventura as govemor.
3. The wragic killings of students at Columbine High school occurred in this state.

4. China was accused of stealing top-secret design information on U.S. thermonuclear
weapons from the Los Alamos National Laboratory in this state.

5. In July, Mark Barton, a stock trader who lost thousands of dollars in the market, killed 12
pecple before taking his own life in this state.

6. Charges of an FBI coverup have been made in connection with the agency’s 1993 raid on a
Brmach Davidian compound in this state.

7. Microsoft, which has its headquarters in this state, was the target of a 1J.S. Justice
Department antitrust case.

8. Monica Lewinsky left the nation’s capital and took up residence in this state.
9. Silicon Valley is situated in this state.

10. Home run king Mark McGwire plans baseball for a team in this state.
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Part 4—Editing and headline writing: Edit the following story and write a headline
that has two lines with a maximum character count of 15 per line,

LAKE ARROWHEAD, Calif —Wildfires continued to bum throughout the West, with
the biggest destroying 52,808 acres and threatening homes as it crept toward lake resorts high in
the Rocky Mountains. Firefighters were battling blazes in California, Idaho, Montana, Nevada
and Utah. A blaze destroyed 60,008 acres in Idaho, just five miles from the Snake River.

In Riverside County 70 miles west of Los Angeles, a 3,000-acre fire was brought under
control. Three houses were slightly damaged and 15 people were taken to the hospital, four in
critical condition. Jane Smith said flames came within 100 yards of her house. “Fortunately, the
wind changed directions, and the fire burned back on itself. Our garden hose wouldn’t have been
much help in protecting our house,” she said.

Pat O°Brannon, a resident of Lake Arrowhead, said most residents have been panicking
since the blaze began. “It’s been so busy and scary around here because you see people packing
their belongings and see flames all around.” 0’ Branmon added that “people want to stay in their
homes as long as they can. I don't know how long we can hold out.”

In Montana, 700 firefighters fought to control a blaze that was rapidly reaching the
outskirts of Billings. “The fire has been moving about 500 feet an hour, and if the winds don’t
slow we could be in serious trouble,” said Lt. Byron Elston of the Billings Fire Department, There

are o plans to evacuate the capital city at this time, Elston added.
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Part 4—Editing and headline writing, continued: Edit the following story and
write a two-line headline with a maximum character count of 15 per line.

Scores on the College Board exams rose last year from 1997 as boys continued to

outscore gir@m than 40 p@nd whites continued to outperform minoritiasé?:ﬂviding
more evidence that the tests are biasea‘ c! r?/e—/r’_

Boys who graduated from high school this past summer received an average score of 509

on the verbal exam and 531 on the math portion, while girls averaged 506 on the verbal and 495

on the math. Cnllcals said boys outscore girls on the math part because they tend

to take more math courses in high school,

The Educational Testing Service, which administers the tests, is developing a formula
that will adjust scores for members of minority groups. But a spokesman for the Princetg
based company said the new formula “is far from being operational.”

The average total score for African-American male students was 864, while that for

P LgTE
females was 850 Not surprisingly,) Asian males had the highest scores of any racial group in

math, averaging 579. White males were next, with an average score of 548,

FINAL INSTRUCTIONS: When you have finished or when time runs out, return this exercise
to your monitor. The monitor’s signature will certify that the exercise was completed within the
60-minute period. The monitor must mail your completed exercise postmarked by Nov. 15,
1999, to the Dow Jones Newspaper Fund, PO Box 300, Princeton, NJ, 08543-0300.



