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Instructions

Please read these instructions before beginning. The 5-page test has a one-hour time
limit. It consists of five parts for a total of 100 points: Part 1, grammar; Parts 2, 3 and 4, current
events; and Part 5, editing and headline writing.

Answers must be written on the test. Test-takers are permitted to have only blank
paper, pens and pencils.

‘The exercise will test your basic copy editing skillsand will give you an opportunity to
demonstrate your news judgment and your ability to deal with a deadline.

The headlines should be written in the spaces provided in Part 5. Each line of the
headlines should be no more than FOUR units short of the total count and must not exceed the
total. Don’t forget to leave a space between words. Count each character (from a comma, to a
capital W, to a space) as one unit. For example, the headline below would have the following
counts:

Editing Test (12 units)

Called Easy (11 units)

By Students (11 units)

For the editing component, you should look for spelling, grammar and usage mistakes,
as well as contradictions and/or gaps in the stories.

Do not begin the test until you have been instructed to do so by the monitor.

Participants and monitors for this national competition should not divulge the contents of this exercise. No parts
of this exercise can be reproduced without written permission of the Dow Jones Newspaper Fund.

Copyright © 2006 Dow Jones Newspaper Fund, Inc.
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1—Grammar and Usage: Circle the correct choice in each example.
He was waiting for his cousin, a young blond/blonde woman, to arrive.

The principle/principal of the school demanded lesson plans every week.

. Journalist Paula Zahn is also a celloist/cellist.

. She always has French/french fries with a hamburger.

. The new management tried to rein/reign in expenses.

. The company will try to recoop/recoup some of its losses.

. After the car accident, she couldn’t move the affected/effected arm.
. Most of his exercise involved weight lifting/weight-lifting.

. The baseball manager didn’t know who/whom was left in the bullpen.

The data show/shows a definite downturn in the economy.

The quarterback’s mistake led/lead to a loss.

We have several radios with broken antennaes/antennas.

The university hired a president, who/whom some professors opposed.
They tried repelling/rappelling down the side of the building.

The Web site has gained cache/cachet very quickly.

The fate of his mother could well lay/lie in the hands of her doctors.
Two mega-mergers/megamergers were completed last month.
Between/among the five students, there must be a leader.

The letter was written on the foundation’s stationery/stationary.

She couldn’t be persuaded/convinced to join the union.



Part 2—Current Events: Provide the correct answer in the blank space.

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15

President Bush, in his first veto, rejected a bill to expand federal support of embryonic
research.

Judge was sworn in as the 110" justice of the Supreme Court, succeeding
, the first female justice.

Kenneth L. Lay, the founder of the Corporation, died while awaiting sentencing
on charges of fraud and conspiracy involving the company.

In media news, was named the new permanent anchor of the CBS Evening
News, while stepped down as a correspondent on “60 Minutes,” where he
worked since the program began in 1968.

In the newspaper industry, McClatchy Co. acquired for $4.5 billion.

Tony Snow, a Fox News correspondent, succeeded Scott McClellan as White House

Shani Davis became the first to win an individual gold medal, in speed skating,
at the Winter Olympics, which were held in Turin,

. American Floyd Landis won the but quickly became embroiled in a controversy

over his testosterone level during the race.

won the World Cup of soccer, beating France on penalty kicks.

Actor/producer came in for widespread criticism for anti-Semitic remarks
following his arrest in Malibu, Calif.

Zacarias Moussaoui, whom many referred to as the «0h ,” was sentenced to life
in prison for his link to the 9/11 terrorist attacks.

Missiles were fired by over the Sea of Japan despite warnings from China, the
United States and other countries.

Some 200 people died when a series of powerful bombs ripped through commuter trains in
Mumbai,

Danish cartoons satirizing the Prophet were condemned by Muslim nations
worldwide.
. A state-owned company in , United Arab Emirates, was forced to drop out of a

deal to manage terminal operations at six American ports.



Part 3—Maps and Geography: Place the numbers that correspond with the statements inside or
next to the correct state’s boundaries.

1. Joseph Lieberman, a senator from this state, lost a Democratic primary race.

2. Twelve coal miners died in an accident in this state.

3. Two leading contenders for the 2008 presidential race are Sens. Hillary Clinton, from this state,
and John McCain from this state.

4. Several players on the lacrosse team of Duke University, in this state, came under allegations of
sexual misconduct.

5. Opponents of evolution lost control of the board of education in this state.

6. Fidel Castro’s declining health brought out thousands of demonstrators in this state.

Part 4—Match the name of the famous person in the left column who died in 2006 with the
description that applies to them.

1. Coretta Scott King ___ The Feminine Mystique
2. A.M. Rosenthal ____ Sheriff Taylor’s Deputy
3. Mickey Spillane Civil Rights Icon

New York Times Editor
Mike Hammer Creator

4. Dennis Weaver
5. Betty Friedan
6. Don Knotts



Part 5—Editing and headline writing: Edit the following story and write a headline that has
three lines with a maximum character count of 19 per line.

NEW ORLEANS—Mayor C. Ray Nagin once again called on residents of this hurricane-
ravaged city to return and begin the long process of rebuilding.

Mayor Nagin, noting that more than two years after the destruction from Hurricane Katrina
much of the city remained devastated, called on local leaders to spearhead the effort to return the
city to normal.

The population of New Orleans before the hurricane was more than 400,000; today that
figure is less than 200,000. “While we admittedly couldn’t accommodate all of the evacuees if they
were to return tomorrow, our infrastructure is such that we could house many of them,” Mayor
Nagin said. “Any city that almost overnight lost a third of its citizens would face an incredible task
of turning things around. But if any city can do it, New Orleans can,” he said.

City and state officials continued to criticize the work of the Federal Emergency
Management Administration, or FEMA, in the immediate aftermath of the hurricane and beyond.
One noted that simply getting ice to residents of the area—some 90 million tons in all—took more
than a month to accomplish.

The hurricane, which developed in the Atlantic Ocean on Aug. 23, became a Category 5
storm as it headed east into the Gulf of Mexico, striking the U.S. mainland a week later. The storm
killed nearly 2,000 people and caused damage estimated at more than $80 billion. The National

Weather Service said it was the third-strongest hurricane to hit the United States.

(Part 5, editing, continued on back page)



Part 5—Editing and headline writing, continued: Edit the following story and write a
headline that has two lines with a maximum character count of 26 per line.

TEL AVIV, Aug. 9—Israel continued its assault against Hezbollah as the group intensified
rocket attacks against the northern Israeli city of Haifa.

Some 5,000 Israeli soldiers crossed the border into northern Lebanon in search of Hezbollah
rocket launchers and missiles, which have been hitting Israeli cities at a rate of more than 100 a day.
Hezbollah, with 10,000 missiles in its arsenal, said it could continue at the current rate for a year.

Israeli Prime Minister Hosni Mubarak turned down a Lebanese offer to provide troops to
patrol the border, insisting that his country’s military will not withdraw until Hezbolah has been
destroyed.

President Bush urged a quick resolution to the conflict and said, “I wish things happened
quicker in the diplomatic realm.” He acknowledged that “both parties aren’t going to agree with all
the aspects of the resolution.”

Israel, considered the aggressor by most observers in the three-week-long battle, has been
criticized for inflicting damage to Lebanon and its civilian population. But most Israelis consider

the war a matter of survival.

FINAL INSTRUCTIONS: When you have finished or when time runs out, return this exercise to
your monitor. The monitor’s signature will certify that the exercise was completed within the 60-
minute period. The monitor must mail your completed exercise postmarked by Nov. 1, 2006, to the
Dow Jones Newspaper Fund, PO Box 300, Princeton, NJ, 08543-0300.

Signature of Monitor Date



Part 1—Grammar and Usage: Circle the correct choice in each example.

1. He was waiting for his cousin, a young blond/blonde woman, to arrive.
2. The principle/principal of the school demanded lesson plans every week.
3. Journalist Paula Zahn is also a celloist/cellist.

4. She always has French/french fries with a hamburger.

5. The new management tried to rein/reign in expenses.

6. The company will try to recoop/recoup some of its losses.

7. After the car accident, she couldn’t move the affected/effected arm.

8. Most of his exercise involved weight lifting (or weightlifting)/weight-lifting.

9. The baseball manager didn’t know who/whom was left in the bullpen.
10. The data show/shows a definite downturn in the economy.

11. The quarterback’s mistake led/lead to a loss.

12. We have several radios with broken antennaes/antennas.

13. The university hired a president, who/whom some professors opposed.
14. They tried repelling/rappelling down the side of the building.

15. The Web site has gained cache/cachet very quickly.

16. The fate of his mother could well lay/lie in the hands of her doctors.
17. Two mega-mergers/megamergers were completed last month.

18. Between/among the five students, there must be a leader.

19. The letter was written on the foundation’s stationery/stationary.

20. She couldn’t be persuaded/convinced to join the union.



Part 2—Current Events: Provide the correct answer in the blank space.

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15

President Bush, in his first veto, rejected a bill to expand federal support of embryonic stem
cell research.

Judge Samuel Alito was sworn in as the 110" justice of the Supreme Court, succeeding
Sandra Day O’Connor, the first female justice.

Kenneth L. Lay, the founder of the Enron Corporation, died while awaiting sentencing on
charges of fraud and conspiracy involving the company.

In media news, Katie Couric was named the new permanent anchor of the CBS Evening
News, while Mike Wallace stepped down as a correspondent on “60 Minutes,” where he
worked since the program began in 1968.

In the newspaper industry, McClatchy Co. acquired Knight Ridder for $4.5 billion.

Tony Snow, a Fox News correspondent, succeeded Scott McClellan as White House press
secretary.

Shani Davis became the first African American to win an individual gold medal, in speed
skating, at the Winter Olympics, which were held in Turin, Italy.

American Floyd Landis won the Tour de France but quickly became embroiled in a
controversy over his testosterone level during the race.

Italy won the World Cup of soccer, beating France on penalty kicks.

Actor/producer Mel Gibson came in for widespread criticism for anti-Semitic remarks
following his arrest in Malibu, Calif.

Zacarias Moussaoui, whom many referred to as the «0h hijacker,” was sentenced to life in
prison for his link to the 9/11 terrorist attacks.

Missiles were fired by North Korea over the Sea of Japan despite warnings from China, the
United States and other countries.

Some 200 people died when a series of powerful bombs ripped through commuter trains in
Mumbai, India.

Danish cartoons satirizing the Prophet Muhammad were condemned by Muslim nations
worldwide.

. A state-owned company in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, was forced to drop out of a deal to

manage terminal operations at six American ports.
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Part 3—Maps and Geography: Place the numbers that correspond with the statements inside or
next to the correct state’s boundaries.

1. Joseph Lieberman, a senator from this state, lost a Democratic primary race. (Connecticut)

2. Twelve coal miners died in an accident in this state. (West Virginia)

3. Two leading contenders for the 2008 presidential race are Sens. Hillary Clinton, from this state
(New York), and John McCain from this state (Arizona).

4. Several players on the lacrosse team of Duke University, in this state, came under allegations of
sexual misconduct. (North Carolina)

5. Opponents of evolution lost control of the board of education in this state. (Kansas)
6. Fidel Castro’s declining health brought out thousands of demonstrators in this state. (Florida)

Part 4—Match the name of the famous person in the left column who died in 2006 with the
description that applies to them.

1. Coretta Scott King S The Feminine Mystique
2. A.M. Rosenthal 6 Sheriff Taylor’s Deputy
3. Mickey Spillane 1 Civil Rights Icon

4. Dennis Weaver 2 New York Times Editor
5. Betty Friedan 3 Mike Hammer Creator

6. Don Knotts



Part 5—Editing and headline writing: Edit the following story and write a headline that has
three lines with a maximum character count of 19 per line.

New Orleans Mayor
Calls on Residents
To Begin Rebuilding

NEW ORLEANS—Mayor C. Ray Nagin once again called on residents of this hurricane-
ravaged city to return and begin the long process of rebuilding.

Mayor Nagin, noting that more than two years (one year) after the destruction from Hurricane
Katrina much of the city remained devastated, called on local leaders to spearhead the effort to return
the city to normal.

The population of New Orleans before the hurricane was more than 400,000; today that figure
is less than 200,000. “While we admittedly couldn’t accommodate all of the evacuees if they were to
return tomorrow, our infrastructure is such that we could house many of them,” Mayor Nagin said.
“Any city that almost overnight lost a third (one-half) of its citizens would face an incredible task of
turning things around. But if any city can do it, New Orleans can,” he said.

City and state officials continued to criticize the work of the Federal Emergency Management
Administration, (Agency) or FEMA, in the immediate aftermath of the hurricane and beyond. One
noted that simply getting ice to residents of the area—some 90 million tons (pounds) in all—took
more than a month to accomplish.

The hurricane, which developed in the Atlantic Ocean on Aug. 23, became a Category 5 storm
as it headed east (west) into the Gulf of Mexico, striking the U.S. mainland a week later. The storm
killed nearly 2,000 people and caused damage estimated at more than $80 billion. The National

Weather Service said it was the third-strongest hurricane to hit the United States.

(Part 5, editing, continued on back page)



Part 5—Editing and headline writing, continued: Edit the following story and write a
headline that has two lines with a maximum character count of 26 per line.

Israel Continues Assault
As Hezbollah Attacks Mount

TEL AVIV, Aug. 9—Israel continued its assault against Hezbollah as the group intensified
rocket attacks against the northern Israeli city of Haifa.

Some 5,000 Israeli soldiers crossed the border into northern (southern) Lebanon in search of
Hezbollah rocket launchers and missiles, which have been hitting Israeli cities at a rate of more than
100 a day. Hezbollah, with 10,000 missiles in its arsenal, said it could continue at the current rate for a

year. (it would last 100 days)

Israeli Prime Minister Hosni Mubarak (Egyptian president) turned down a Lebanese offer to
provide troops to patrol the border, insisting that his country’s military will not withdraw until
Hezbolah (misspelled) has been destroyed.

President Bush urged a quick resolution to the conflict and said, “I wish things happened
quicker in the diplomatic realm.” He acknowledged that “both parties aren’t going to agree with all the
aspects of the resolution.”

Israel, considered the aggressor by most observers in the three-week-long battle, (needs some
attribution) has been criticized for inflicting damage to Lebanon and its civilian population. But most

Israelis consider the war a matter of survival.

FINAL INSTRUCTIONS: When you have finished or when time runs out, return this exercise to
your monitor. The monitor’s signature will certify that the exercise was completed within the 60-

minute period. The monitor must mail your completed exercise postmarked by Nov. 1, 2006, to the
Dow Jones Newspaper Fund, PO Box 300, Princeton, NJ, 08543-0300.

Signature of Monitor Date



