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Instructions

Please read these instructions before beginning, The S-page test kas a one-hour time limit, It
consists of five parts for a total of 100 points: Part 1, grammar; Parts 2, 3, and 4, current events; and Part

5, editing and headline writing.

Answers must be written on the test. Test-takers are permitted to have only blank paper, pens
and No. 2 pencils,

The exercise will test your basic copy editing skills and will give you an opportuanity to demonsirate
vour news judgment and your ability o deal with a deadline.

The headlines should be written in the spaces provided in Part 5. Each line of the headlines should be
no more than FOUR enits short of the total count. Don't forget to leave a space between wortds. Count
each character {from a comma to a capital W t0 a space) as one unit. For example, the headline below
would have the following counts:

Editing Test {I2 units}

Called Easy {11 units)

By Stadents (11 units)

For the editing component, you should look for spelling, grammar and usage mistakes, as well as

contradictions and/or gaps in the stories.

Do not begin the test unti) you have been instructed to do so by the monitor.

Participants and monitors for this national competition should not divulge the contents of this exarcise. No parts of

this exercise can be reproduced without written permission of the Dow Jones Newspaper Fund.
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Part 1—Grammar/Usage: Circle the correct holdface word in each sentence.

L.

2.

10.
il
12
13.
14,
15.
14.
17.
18,
19,

20.

The family emigrated/immigrated to Canada from Spain in 2002.

The speaker had a profound affect/effect on her audience.

The choice of who/whom (o appoint proved difficult.

The picture, that/which was valued at $1 million, was stolen from the museurs last night.
The United States/11.S. is expected to dominate the 2004 Summer Olympics.

He is not adversefaverse to putting in long hours for litte pay at the newspaper.

The attorney gencrals/attorneys general from five states supported the tobacco settlement.
An average of 20 trucks a day arefis pulled over for speeding on the turnpike,

The ¢ity council voted to modernize the town’s sewage/sewerage system,
Pedaling/Peddling a bicycle up a hill can be difficult for peopie who are overweight,
He was one of the few/only people who answered avery que:sl_:ion cotrectly.
Whoever/whomever the panel chooses will be favored in the primary election.
Everyone/Every one of those in attendance will receive a door prize.

It has been awhile/a while since his last physical examination,

She stood behind the lectern/podiurn while she deliverad her spesch.

None of the taxes hasthave been paid for the past several years.

To be fair, an arbitrator must be a disinterested/zninterested participant,

The farther/further we traveled, the more lost we became.

The principal/principle of the high school reports o the superintendent of schools,

Fewer than/less than 20 people applied for the job.



Part 2—Current Events: Write the correct answer in the space provided.

The space shuttle broke apart on Feb. 1 as it was preparing o land, killing
all seven astronauts on board.

A massive struck the United States and parts of Canada in
August, affecting areas from New York City to Cleveland.

An cutbreak of the virus with the acronym of infected more than 8,000 people
worldwide, hitting especially hard in southern China and reaching as far as Toronto.

The Democratic Party has a crowded field running for president in 2004, Three candidates are:
' » and

Pubiishing history was made in the United States ag more than five million copies of
and the Order of the Phoenix were sold the first day it was available,

The Supreme Court struck down laws in 13 states that prohibited sex between
adults of the same gender. And, in a case involving the University of Michigan, it preserved
in university admissions.

Two sports legends retired in 2003, » regarded as the greatest

basketball player ever, finished a storied career highlighted by his time with the Chicago Bulls.
And Peie Sampras, winhér of a récord 14 Grand Slam titles in the sport of ’
retited as the U.S. Open began in New York,

Aug. 28 marked the 40" anniversary of Martin Luther King’s
speech, delivered at the foot of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C.

Charies G. Taylor, who ruled the West African country of . which was
fomded by freed African Americans beginning in 1815, surrendered power after 14 years,

. A Teporter at .was the focus
of a scandal that led to the resignations of this paper’s executive editor and managing editor.

Prosecutors in Bali, , urged the death penaity for Islamic militant Ali
Ghurfen, who admitted playing a rele in the bombing of a nightclub that killed 202 people.

In an attemapt (o promote peace in the Mideast, PLO leader
relinquished some power to Mahmoud Abbas, who became the prime minister of Palestine.

The year 2003 marked the passing of several legends: 100-year-old comic master

» who spent 50 years entertaining 11.5. troops around the world;

» whose “Neighborhood” was the television home to children for more
than 40 years; and who teamed with Chet Huntley on NBC from
1956 to 1970 and who helped define and popularize television news.




Part 3--Maps and Geography: Place the aumbers that correspond with the statements
inside or next to the correct state's boundaries,

L.
2,
3.

4,

9.

Voters in this state went to the polls to decide whether 1o recall Gov. Gray Davis,
Strom Thurmend, who died in June, served as a senator from this state for 50 years.
NBA star Kobe Bryant was charged with sexusl assault in this state.

PFC Jessica Lynch, the first American prisoner of war to be rescued from Irag, hails from
this state.

A fire in a nightclub near Providence, in this state, killed nearly 100 people in February.
The murder of Laci Peterson in this state attracted intense media coverage throughout 2003.

December marks the 100" anniversary of the first flight of the Wright brothers, at Kitty
Hawk in this state.

Hootig Johnson, chairman of the Augusta National Golf Club in this state, came under close
scrotiny before the 2003 Masters golf tournament because the club had no ferpale membars.

Nov. 22 marks the 40* anniversary.of the assassination of President Kennedy, in this state.

10. A former priest convicted of child abuse was killed by another inmate, officials said, in the

protective~-custody unit of a prison in this state,



Part 4--Editing and headline writing: Edit the following story and write a headline
that has two lines with a maximum character count of 20 per line.

— — — — — —— e — — — — — DS NN e — — — —

BAGDADH, Irag—Two American soldiers were killed Wednesday within minutes of
each other in separate attacks here and in Fallujah, the U.S. Central Command reported, The two
deaths bring the total of U.S. troops killed since major combat ended on May 1 1o 141, including
64 from hostile action.

President Bush, speaking from his ranch. in Crawford, Tenn,, deplored the latest killings
and asserted that “we will not give in 1o terrorism. These antacks will not go unpunished.” He

added that America is committed 1o a “free and democratic Iraq.” His latest statement, while

forceful, will do little to comfort the relatives of the déad sgﬂdin:rs.

The total of American soldiers killed since May 1 now exceeds the number who died in
combat. This comes 23 a surprise to many American officials, who were confident that the Iragi
people would rally in support of American troops following the deaths of Saddam Hussein's
brothers, Uday and Qusay, Now, officials say, only the capture or killing of Saddam, himself,
will convince the Iraqi people that peace is at hand.

Separately, L. Paul Bremer, the U.S, administrator in [raq, was quoted in The
Washington Post as saying that it was “almost impossible 1o exaggerate” Iraq’s economic necds.
He said reconstruction efforts would cost “several tens of millions™ of dollars, including up o
$16 billion over the next four years to deliver clean water to residents of the country. Meeting

current electrical needs could cost up to $2 billion, he added.

(Turn page for tho conlinumtion of part 4]



Part 4—Editing and headline writing, continued: Edit the following story and
write a two-line headline with a maximum character count of 18 per line.

NEW YORK—In the largest survey of its type, Consumer Report magazine said
“successful losers™ in weight-loss programs took a do-it-yourself approach and cited
exercise—not food deprivation—as their favorite strategy,

Nancy Metealf, senior editor of the magazine, said the survey of 32,433 adults “overturns
the long-held conviction that to lose weight a person must enroll in an expensive program, follow
the regimen of a diet guru or buy special food.” Netcalf added that few of these who lost weight
and kept it off had tried commercial diet plans, inclnding the popular but controversial Atking
Diet plan, which calls for eliminating nearly all calories from a dist.

One in four of those surveyed was a “'successful loser”-—someone who lost at least 10
percent of his or her starting weight and kept it off for ar least one year. About 3,000 people,
roughly 20 percent of those surveyed, maintained a similar weight loss for five years,

Many people credited their weight loss to increasing physieal activity, such as taking an

elevator rather than using the stairs or adding weight lifting to their exercise program.

FINAL INSTRUCTIONS: When you have finished or when time runs cut, return this exercise
to your monitor. The monitor's signatire will certify that the exercise was completed within the
60-minute perted. The monitor must mail your completed exercise posunarked by Nov, 1, 2003,
to the Dow Jones Newspaper Fund, PO Box 300, Princeton, NJ, 08543-G300,

Signatere of Monitor Dage



Part I-Grammar/Usage: Circle the correct boldface word in each sentence. Corrected 10/04

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

The family emigrated/immigrated to Canada from Spain in 2002.
The speaker had a profound affect/effect on her audience.

The choice of who/whom to appoint proved difficult.

The picture, that/which was valued at $1 million, was stolen from the museum last
night.

The United States/U.S. is expected to dominate the 2004 Summer Olympics.

He is not adverse/averse to putting in long hours for little pay at the newspaper.

The attorney generals/attorneys general from five states supported the tobacco
settlement.

An average of 20 trucks a day are/is pulled over for speeding on the turnpike.
The city council voted to modernize the town’s sewage/sewerage system.

Pedaling/Peddling a bicycle up a hill can be difficult for people who are
overweight.

He was one of the few/only people who answered every question correctly.
Whoever/whomever the panel chooses will be favored in the primary election.
Everyone/Every one of those in attendance will receive a door prize.

It has been awhile/a while since his last physical examination.

She stood behind the lectern/podium while she delivered her speech.

None of the taxes has/have been paid for the past several years.

To be fair, an arbitrator must be a disinterested/uninterested participant.

The farther/further we traveled, the more lost we became.

The principal/principle of the high school reports to the superintendent of schools.

Fewer than/less than 20 people applied for the job.
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Part 2—Current Events: Write the correct answer in the space provided.

The space shuttle Coluwbia broke apart on Feb. I as it was preparing to land, killing
all seven astronauts on board.

A massive blackout struck the United States and parts of Canada in
August, affecting areas from New York City to Cleveland.

An outbreak of the virus with the acronym of __SARS _ infected more than 8,000 people
worldwide, hitting especially hard in southern China and reaching as far as Toronto,

The Democratic Party has a crowded field ranning for president in 2004. Three candidates are:
Jdohn Kerry, John Edwards, Howard Pean, Dick Gephardt, Carol Moseley Bravn, Al Sharpton

Publishing history was made in the United States as more than five million copies of
HarryPotter  and the Order of the Phoenix were sold the first day it was available,

The Supreme Court struck down $060WY _ laws in 13 states that prohibited sex between
adults of the same gender. And, in a case involving the University of Michigan, it preserved

affirwmative action in university admissions.

Two sports legends retired in 2003. Michae| Jordan , regarded as the greatest
basketball player ever, finished a storied career highlighted by his time with the Chicago Bulls.
And Pete Sampras, winner of a record 14 Grand Slam titles in the sport of tennis

retired as the U.S. Open began in New York.

Aug. 28 marked the 40° anniversary of Martin Luther King's | Have a Dreawt
speech, delivered at the foot of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C.

Charles G. Taylor, who ruled the West African country of Liberia . which was
founded by freed African Americans beginning in 1815, surrendered power after 14 years.

Jﬂ'f‘SD i E|ﬂil" .8 mp.omr at Nﬂw ‘ﬁ)rk T'IWIBS ,Was the focus
of a scandal that led to the resignations of this paper’s executive editor and managing editor.

Prosecutors in Bali, Indonesia , urged the death penalty for Islamic militant Ali
Ghurfon, who admitted playing a role in the bombing of a nightclub that killed 202 people.

In an attempt to promote peace in the Mideast, PLO leader Yagsir Arafat
relinquished some power to Mahmoud Abbas, who became the prime minister of Palestine.

The year 2003 marked the passing of several legends: 100-year-old comic master

BobHope who spent 50 years entertaining U.S. troops around the world;

Mister Rogers . whose “Neighborhood” was the television home to children for more
than 40 years; and Pavid Brinkley who teamed with Chet Huntley on NBC from
1956 to 1970 and who helped define and popularize television news.




Part 3--Maps and Geography: Place the numbers that correspond with the statements
inside or next to the correct state's boundaries.

1.

2.

9.

Voters 1n this state went to the polls to decide whether to recall Gov. Gray Davis.
Strom Thurmond, who died in June, served as a senator from this state for 50 years.
NBA star Kobe Bryant was charged with sexual assault in this state.

PFC Jessica Lynch, the first American prisoner of war to be rescued from Irag, hails from
this state.

A fire in a nightclub near Providence, in this state, killed nearly 100 people in February.,
The murder of Laci Peterson in this state attracted intense media coverage throughout 2003,

December marks the 100" anniversary of the first flight of the Wright brothers, at Kitty
Hawk in this state.

Hootie Johnson, chairman of the Augusta National Golf Club in this state, came under close
scrutiny before the 2003 Masters golf tournament because the club had no female members.

Nov. 22 marks the 40" anniversary of the assassination of President Kennedy, in this stale.

10. A former priest convicted of child abuse was killed by another inmate, officials said, in the

protective-custody unit of a prison in this state.
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Part 4--Editing and headline writing: Edit the following story and write a headline
that has two lines with a maximum character count of 20 per line.
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BAGDADH, Trag—Two American soldiers were killed Wednesday within minutes of
¢ach other in separate attacks here and in Fallujah, the U.S. Central Command reported. The two
deaths bring the total of U.S. troops killed since major combat ended on May 1 to 141, including
64 from hosule acuon,

President Bush, speaking from his ranch in Crawford, Tenn., deplored the latest killings
and asserted that “we will not give in to terrorism. These attacks will not go unpunished.” He

added that America is committed to a “free and democratic Iraq.” His latest statement, while

The total of American soldiers killed since May 1 now exceeds the number who died in
combat. This comes as a surprise to many American officials, who were confident that the Iraqi
people would rally in support of American troops following the deaths of Saddam Hussein’s
brothers, Uday and Qusay. Now, officials say, only the capture or killing of Saddam, himself,
will convince the Iraqi people that peace is at hand.

Separately, L. Paul Bremer, the U.S. administrator in Irag, was quoted in The
Washington Post as saying that it was “almost impossible to exaggerate” Iraq’s economic needs.
He said reconstruction efforts would cost “several tens of millions™” of dollars, including up to
$16 billion over the next four years to deliver clean water to residents of the country, Meeting

current electrical needs could cost up to $2 billion, he added.

{Turn page for the continuwation of part 4}
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Part 4—Editing and headline writing, continued: Edit the following story and
write a two-line headline with a maximum character count of 18 per line,
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NEW YORK—In the largest survey of its type, Consumer Report magazine said
“successful losers” in weight-loss programs took a do-it-yourself approach and cited
exercise—not food deprivation—as their favorite strategy.

Nancy Metcalf, senior editor of the magazine, said the survey of 32,433 adults “overtums
the long-held conviction that to lose weight a person must enroll in an expensive program, follow
the regimen of a diet guru or buy special food.” Netcalf added that few of those who lost weight
and kept it off had tried commercial diet plans, including the popular but controversial Atkins

Diet plan, which calls for eliminating nearly all calorjes from a diet.

One in four of those surveyed was a “successful loser”—someone who lost at least 10
percent of his or her starting weight and kept it off for at least one year. About 3,000 people,
roughly 20 percent of those surveyed, maintained a similar weight loss for five years.

Many people credited their weight loss to increasing physical activity, such as taking an

clevator rather than using the stairs or adding weight lifting to their exercise program.

FINAL INSTRUCTIONS: When you have finished or when time runs out, return this exercise
t0 your monitor. The monitor’s signature will certify that the exercise was completed within the
60-minute period. The monitor must mail your completed exercise postmarked by Nov. 1, 2003,
to the Dow Jones Newspaper Fund, PO Box 300, Princeton, NJ, 08543-0300.

Signature of Monitor Date





