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Instructions

Please read these instructions before bepinning. The 5-page test has a ene-hour time Hmit. Tt
comsists of five parts far a total of 100 points; Part 1, grammar; Parts 2, 3, and 4, current evenits; and Part
5, editing and headline wriling.

Answers must be written on the test. Test-takers are permitted to have only hlank paper, pens
and Mo. 2 pencils supplied by the Newspaper Fund.

The exercise will test your basic copy editing skills and will give you an oppertunity ta demonstrate
your news judgment and your ability to deal with a deadline.

The headlines should be written in the spaces provided in Part 5. Each line of the headlines should be
no more than FOUR units short of the total count. Don't forget to leave a space between words. Count
each character (from a comma to a capatal W to a space) as one wnit. For example, the headline below
would have the following counts:

Editing Test (12 units)

Called Easy {11 units)

By Students (11 uniis}

For the editing component, you should look for spelling, grammar and usage mistakes, as well as
contradictions andfor gaps in the stories.

Do not begin the test until you have been instructed to do 50 by the monitor.

Parlicipanis and monitors for this national competition should net divulge the contents of this exerciss. No parts of
this exercise can e reproduced withoul wiitten permission of the Dow Jones Newspaper Fund,
Copyright & 2002 Dow Jones Newspaper Fund, [nc.
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Part 1—Grammar and Usage: Circle the correct boldface word in each sentence.

He is one of many pcople who want/wants to apply for the editing job.

She is the author who/whom [ had mel earlier.

The actor had a flair/flare for the dramatic,

Between the Israelis and the PLO, whose peace plan is better/best?

He felt bad/badly that he was 100 sick to attend the news conference.,

The editor pored/poured over the data the reporter had assembled.

The corriculum for the next iwe semesters has/have been approved.
Anticipating/Expecting rain, he made sure to pack his umbrella.

Who/Whom wants t¢ become the next editor?

His approach to a story differs with/differs from mine.

In his talk, the editor implied/inferred that I would be fired next week.

The photographer layAaid the pictures on my desk.

Neither the reporters nor the editor believe/believes the story should run as written.
Their/They're reputations were damagexd by the story.

He ncver leamed the diffcrence between the active and passive tensefvoice.

The entire family emigrated/immigrated to the United States last year.

The popular vote was split evenly among/between the four candidates.

The health-care program exclusively for people over 65 is Medicaid/Medicare.
The company didn't follow generally accepted accounting principals/principles.

My article had the opposite affect/effect on readers than I had intended.



Part 2—Current Events: Write the correct answer in the space provided.

The Roman Catholic Church in the United States came under artack because a number of priests
were accused of . And, in an unprecedented event, all American
Cardinals were called to a meeting in to discuss the issue.

The 2002 Winter Olympics had a number of memorable moments, including Vonetta Fiowers
becoming the first woinan to win a gold medal, in bobsied
competition. Meanwhile, controversy surrounded events in when a
second gold medal was awarded to the Canadian team, in addition to the Russian team.

The MeCain-Feingold bill won final approval, limiting the
amount of money available for political races by banning large, unlimited contributions.

The Supreme Court, in & 5-4 decision, upheld a system of that uses public
money k> assist parents in failing wrban school districts to pay their children's tuition at private
schools.

Congressional investigators determined that more than 80 people at the accounting firm of
were involved in shredding documents related to the Enron
business scandal. Elsewhere in business news, home-decorating maven
came under scrutiny over her sale of ImClene Systems stock.

The virus, carried by mosguitoes, continued to spread westward
across the United States.

The Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals crealed a controversy when it ruled that the words
in the Pledge of Allegiance were unconstitutional.

won his fourth consecutive Tour de France, the world's most
prestigious cycling championship.

Among prominent people to pass away in 2002 were . who played
his entire carser for the Boston Red Sox, who was the last person to bat over 400 in a season and
whose death sparked a controversy about the disposition of his remains, and Eppie Ledderer,
better known as the advice columnist , whose work appeared in
more than 1,200 newspapers.

In England, Elizabeth celebrated her anniversary as queen, although the
celebrations were tempered by the death earlier in the year of two prominent members of the
Royal Family, one of whom was

Aug. 16 marked the 25® anniversary of the death of , the king of
rock-and-roll.




Part 3--Maps and Geography: Place the numbers that correspond with the statements
inside or next to the correct state’s boundaries.

1. The 2002 Winter Olympics were held in this state.

2. In a dramatic three-day attempt, nine coal miners were rescued in this state.

3. James A. Traficant J1., a maverick Democrat who represented the Youngstown area of this state,
became only the second member of the House of Representatives ta be expelled since the Civil War,

4. Enron Corp., whose headquarters is in this state, was the focus of one of the largest scandals in the
history of American business.

5. In one of the most closely watched elections in 2002, Jeb Bush was expected to face former U.S.
Auorney General Janet Reno for the rovernorship of this state.

6, Giants' outfielder Barry Bonds, whose team plays in this state, became only the fourth player in
Major League history to hit 600 home runs,

7. A former president’s wife is the U.5, senator for this state.

Part 4--Maich the person in the left column with the description in the right column.

1. Zacarias Moussaoui American Taliban

2, Daniel Pearl Pakistani president

3. Pervez Musharref So-called 20th hijacker

4. Hamid Karzai Slain Wall Street Journal reporter

3. Robenrt C. Reid First U.5. Home Security chief
6. John Walker Lindh Afghan President

7. Thomas Ridge ' Alleged "shoe bomber”



Part 5—Editing and headline writing: Edit the following story and write a headline
that has two lines with 2 maximum character count of 15 per line.

WASHINGTON--Amtrak temporarily canceled most high-spead scrvice in the Nonheast
carridor Tuesday after cracks were found in a mechanical assembly on its premicr Acela train.

A periodic inspection Monday turned up cracks in a mounting point for shock absorbers
that cushion and control the side-to-side motion of the train, an Amtrack spokcswoman said. She
added that all the Acela Express trains were removed from service immediately.

The Acela train has had trouble maintaining an on-time schedule because of mechanical
problems. The train, introduced in 2000, can shave 15 minutes from the Washington-New York
run and 45 minules from Lhe New York-Boston run, the spokesman said.

Amtrak officials have frequentl}r called for improvemenits on the racks of the Northwest
carridor, Amtrak's most profitable route, which is shared with freight tines. The condition of the
tracks ofien restrict speed and can aggravate mechanical prablems.

Before the latest interruption, the original schedule of 18 Acela runs per day between
Washington and Boston was halved to 10, with eight units kept in reserve to cover breakdowns,

The Amirak spokeswoman said thal once the trains are inspected and repairs made, they

will return to the Acela Express schedule.

{Test continved on back page.)



Part 5—Editing and headline writing, continued: Edit the following story and
write a two-line headline with a maximum character eount of 15 per line.

NEW YORK--Amcricans wraveled less this Labor Day holiday due to lingering concerns
about the economy and an early start to the school year that has crimped vacation ame,
according to the Amernican Avtormobile Association.

Most Americans also are afraid to ravel because of the terrorist attacks last Sept. 12, U.S.
Adrlines, the nation's sixth-largest carrier, was forced 1o file for bankmptey recently, and industry
analysts say other airlines need to slash costs or suffer the same Fate.

The decline in car travel during the long weekend, the traditional end to the summer
driving seasen, came despite a 2.6-cent drop in gasoline prices since last year 10 $11.40 a gallon,
the AAA said. Roughly 34.7 million travelers took a trip of 50 miles or more this year, compared
with 35.9 million last year.

Of those traveling 50 miles or more, 27.5 million people drove, 3.8 million traveled by
air, ind 1.4 million used a train or bus for their trip. The figures are based on a survey

commissioned by AAA of 1,300 adults who traveled during the holiday,

FINAL INSTRUCTIONS: When yon have finished or when time runs out, return this exercise
to your monitor. The monitor’s signature will certify that the exercise was completed within the
60-minue peried. The monitor must mail your completed exercise postmarked by Nov, 1, 2002,
to the Dow Jones Newspaper Fund, PO Box 300, Princeton, NJ, 085430300,

Signatare of Monitor Duate
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Part 1—Grammar and Usage: Circle the correct boldface word in each sentence,
1. He is one of many people who want/wants to apply for the editing job.

2. She is the author who/whom I had met earlier.

3. The actor had a flair/flare for the dramatic.

4. Between the Israchis and the PLO, whose peace plan is better/best?

5. He felt had/badly that he was 100 sick to attend the news conference.

6. The editor pored/poured over the data the reporter had assembled.

7. The curriculum for the next three meetings has/have been approved.

8. Anticipating/Expecting rain, he made sure to pack his umbrella,

9. Who/Whom wants to become the next editor?

10. His approach to a story differs with/differs from mine.

11. In his talk, the editor implied/inferred that I would be fired next week.

12. The photographer lay/aid the pictures on my desk.

13. Neither the reporters nor the editor believe/believes the story should run as written.
14. Their/They're reputations were damaged by the story.

15. He never learned the difference between the active and passive tense/yojice.

16. The entire family emigrated/immigrated to the United States last year.

17. The popular vote was split evenly among/between the four candidates.

1R. The health-care program exclusively for people over 65 is Medicaid/Medicare.
19. The company didn't follow generally accepted accounting principals/principles.

20. My article had the opposite affect/effect on readers than I had intended.
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Part 2—Current Events: Write the correct answer in the space provided.

The Roman Catholic Church in the United States came under attack because a number of priests
were accused of (w/i 0 mIceSToT0v | And, in an unprecedented event, all American
Cardinals were called to a meeting in __f2 e m< to discuss the issue.

The 2002 Winter Olympics had a nuraber of memorable moments, including Vonetta Flowers
becoming the first . QL ALK woman to win a gold medal, in bobsled
competition. Meanwhile, controversy surrounded events in s’ SERTING when a
second gold medal was awarded to the Canadian team, in addition to the Russian team.

The McCain-Feingold _ {AnFPA 6o/ - FNRNCE bill won final approval, limiting the
amount of money available for political races by banning large, unlimited contributions.

The Supreme Court, in a 5-4 decision, upheld a system of _ (/O /572 that uses public
money 1o assist parents in failing urban school districts to pay their children’s tuition at private
schools.

Congressional investigators determined that more than 80 people at the accounting firm of

ARrHvr FNOER I were involved in shredding documents related to the Enron
business scandal. Elsewhere in business news, home-decorating maven 20R T4 (TE&n AR F
came under scrutiny over her sale of ImClone Systems stock.

The _ A5y MILE virus, carried by mosquitoes, continued to spread westward
across the United States.

The Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals created a controversy when it ruled that the words
TLMOER GolY in the Pledge of Allegiance were unconstitutional.

L RN E KemsTe OAG. won his fourth consecutive Tour de France, the world's most
prestigious cycling championship.

Among prominent people to pass away in 2002 were _7 80D Wi Lo s , who played
his entire career for the Boston Red Sox, who was the last person to bat over 400 in a season and
whose death sparked a controversy about the disposition of his remains, and Eppie Ledderer,
better known as the advice columnist _ [SNN CANDERS , whose work appeared in
more than 1,200 newspapers.

In England, Elizabeth celebrated her 5o+ anniversary as queen, although the
celebrations were empered by the death earlier in the year of two prominent members of the
Roval Family, one of whom was _ Qo gy Mo THEDR

Aug. 16 marked the 25* anniversary of the death of _ Ly /s FRELEY | the king of
rock-and-roll.
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Part 3--Maps and Geography: Place the numbers that correspond with the statements
inside or next to the correct state's boundaries.

1. The 2002 Winter Olympics were held in this state. (U T+
2. In a dramatic three-day attempt, nine coal miners were rescued in this state. [JENMS Y vRnya

3. James A. Traficant Jr., a maverick Democrat who represented the Youngstown area of this
state, became only the second member of the House of Representatives to be expelled since
the Civil War. chie

4, Enron Corp., whose headquarters is in this state, was the focus of one of the largest scandals
in the history of American business. TE#AS

5. In one of the most closely watched elections in 2002, Jeb Bush was expected to face former
U.S. Attomney General Janet Reno for the governorship of this state. -/ or.p8O

6. Giants' outfielder Barry Bonds, whose team plays in this state, became only the fourth player
in Major League history to hit 600 home runs. ¢ QL jFoR AR

7. A former president's wife is the U.S. senator for this state. /V&W- 7’;:-;9 A

Part 4--Match the person in the left colunmn with the description in the right column.

1. Zacarias Moussaou £  American Taliban

2. Daniel Pearl 3 Pakistani president

3. Pervez Musharref | So-called 20™ hijacker

4. Hamid Karzai X Slain Wall Street Journal reporter
5. Robert C. Reed ] First U.S. Home Security chief

6. John Walker Lindh Y  Afghan President

7. Tom Ridge §”  Alleged "shoe bomber"
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Part 5—Editing and headline writing: Edit the following story ang write a headline
that has two lines with a maximum character count of 15 per line.

WASHINGTON--Amtrak temporarily canceled most high-speed service in the Northeast
corridor Tuesday after cracks were found in a mechanical assembly on its premier Acela train,

A periodic inspection Monday tumed up cracks in a mounting point for shock absorbers
that cushion and control the side-to-side motion of the train, an Amtrack (shounld be Amtrak)
spokeswoman said. She added that all the Acela Express trains were removed from service
immediately.

The Acela train has had trouble maintaining an on-time schedule because of mechanical
problems. The train, introduced in 2000, can shave 15 minutes from the Washington-New York
run and 45 minutes from the New York-Boston run, the spokesman (should be spokeswoman)
said.

Amtrak officials have frequently called for improvements on the tracks of the Northwest
{should be Northeast) corridor, Amtrak's most profitable route, which is shared with freight lines.
The condition of the tracks often restrict (should be restricts} speed and can aggravate
mechanical problems.

Before the latest interruption, the original schedule of 18 Acela runs per day between
Washington and Boston was halved to 19, (halved would be nine, which wouldn't track with
the "eight"” kept in reserve) with eight units kept in reserve to cover breakdowns.

The Amtrak spokeswoman said that once the trains are inspected and repairs made, they

will return to the Acela Express schedule.

(Test continued on back page.)
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Part 5—Editing and headline writing, continued: Edit the following story and
write a two-line headline with a maximum character count of 15 per line.

NEW YORK--Americans traveled less this Labor Day holiday due to lingering concemns
about the economy and an carly start to the school year that has crimped vacation time,
according to the American Automobile Association,

Most Americans also are afraid to travel because of the terrorist attacks last Sept.
12. U.S. Airlines, (three problems: 1--first sentence needs attribution, 2--attacks were on
9/11, 3--carrier's name is U.S. Airways) the nation's sixth-largest carrier, was forced to file for
bankruptcy recently, and industry analysts say other airlines need to slash costs or suffer the

same fate,

The decline in car travel during the long weekend, the traditional end to the summer
driving season, came despite a 2.6-cent drop in gasoline prices since last year to $11.40 a gallon,
(should be $1.40 a gallon) the AAA said. Roughly 34.7 million travelers took a trip of 50 miles

or more this year, compared with 35.9 million last year.

Of those traveling 50 miles or more, 27.5 million people drove, 3.8 million traveled
by air, and 1.4 million used a train or bus for their trip (figures add up to 32.7 million, not
34.7) The figures are based on a survey commissioned by AAA of 1,300 adults who traveled

during the holiday.

FINAL INSTRUCTIONS: When you have finished or when time runs out, return this exercise
to your monitor. The monitor’s signature will certify that the exercise was completed within the



